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Conference Notes
#decolonize17 will be held in United Lutheran Seminary's main building, the Brossman
Center - primarily in Benbow Hall. Each presentation will last approximately 45
minutes, and then be followed up with a one-hour small group discussion time. Most
groups will meet in Benbow Hall itself, though some will be meeting in other spaces
around Benbow.
Schedule & Contents
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5:30 pm – Orientation & Worship

page 3

8:00 pm – Evening Activity
Saturday, November 4
8:00 am – Mix & Mingle with Refreshments
8:15 am – Small Group Leader Training
Small Group Resources –Mutual Invitation Process and RESPECT litany

page 15

9:00 am – Session 1 – Disability Ministry / Advent

page 17

10:45 am – Session 2 – Latinx Ministry / Christmas & Epiphany

page 28

2:30 pm – Session 3 – LGBTQ Ministry / Lent

page 32

4:15 pm – Session 4 – African American Ministry / Easter

page 36

7:30 pm – Session 5 – Closing Session / Pentecost
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5:30 pm – Friday Evening Worship
GATHERING
We gather together as people with great faith, little faith, different faiths and no faith.
For it is together where we find community and where we can see the image of God in
each other.
*DECOLONIZE CONFESSION
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
From Augsburg Confession - Article XII “About Repentance”
“This is what our churches teach about repentance. For those who have fallen from
faith after Baptism there is forgiveness of sins whenever they repent. The church
should also announce forgiveness to such people who are returning in repentance.
Now, repentance consists properly of these two parts: First, there is contrition.
Contrition is the terror that fills the conscience because of the knowledge of sin. The
second part of contrition is faith. This faith is given birth by the gospel, or by
absolution, and it believes that for Christ’s sake sins are forgiven. It also brings
comfort to the conscience, and delivers it from its terror. Finally, good works must
follow, for these are the fruits of repentance. Like John the Baptist says, ‘Produce
fruit in keeping with repentance’ (Matthew 3:8).”
Confession and Forgiveness
We confess that we are captive to our sins against Your beloved creation,
including an exploitation of resources,
environmental & systemic racism.
We are in bondage to a language and culture of death.
Our sins have infected our hearts, shackled our ministries
and broken our relationships with You and one another.
We cannot free ourselves. We cannot escape the grave.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
looking down our noses at those whose bodies don’t comply with our
expectations,
choosing pity over genuine relationship,
hoarding resources that could be life-sustaining to relief work,
using language that glorifies violence,
And by what we have left undone,
remaining idle as the beauty of your creation is slaughtered and justice is denied,
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not thoughtfully considering our personal and collective impact on creation,
not speaking out, not flipping tables, not being a blessing to the nations.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our indigenous,
lead poisoned and thirsty neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may hear your children’s lament
and walk in your revolutionary ways with the oppressed and the marginalized,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
GATHERING SONG - Canticle of the Turning

(continued on next page)
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GREETING
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other.
The reforming grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the unending love of God, and the
expansive communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Vicar Lenny Duncan

WORD
The word is proclaimed and shared with the gathered community
FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Amos.
18
Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord!
Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light;
19
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
20
Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21

I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
The reading may be concluded:
Word of God, word of life.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.
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HOMILY

Vicar Lenny Duncan

PSALM: Psalm 70
Vee and Christine
The psalm for the day is sung.
1
Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O Lord, make | haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. R
3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, | do not tarry. R
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Consuelo mi pueblo
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

Hermana Glenda

Consuela a mi pueblo (bis) sube hasta un alto monte y grítale.
Consuela a mi pueblo (bis). Dile que yo su Dios estoy aquí.
Habla al corazón de mi pueblo, ¡súbete a un alto monte y grítales!
Diles que se ha acabado su condena, diles que se ha acabado su dolor.
Prepara el corazón de mi pueblo, prepara un camino para tu Señor.
¡Que los valles se levanten!, prepara el camino que soy vuestro Dios.
GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids
got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
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And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell
you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor
the hour.”
The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
UNPACKING THE WORD
The assembly is seated.
Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
HYMN RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Rev. Priscilla Paris-Austin
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APOSTLES’ CREED
Together let us confess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Vicar Lenny Duncan
Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every
time and place.
A brief silence.
Awaken your church to be ready to respond when Christ meets us in the cries of
those in need. We lift up the church’s mission of care through Lutheran World Relief
and other agencies (especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for natural resources like oil, coal, trees, sun, water, and wind. Help
us to use them wisely. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Answer the cries of your people in nations caught in war and destruction (especially).
Hold in your care all veterans and their families. Ease the burden of tough memories
and bring restoration and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,
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hear our prayer.
Shine your merciful and healing light on the despairing places of our minds and souls.
Bring hope in the midst of danger, depression, and illness. (We pray especially for . . .)
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Bless those who prepare for marriage or who have been married in this place.
Strengthen all bonds of friendship and relationship in our community. Give us joy in
life together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Keep us alert for Christ’s coming, sustained by the promise that we will be reunited
with all the faithful who have died (especially). Thank you for their lives of witness.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we
entrust into your loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE: “I NEED YOU TO SURVIVE”
The presiding minister and assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, “Peace be
with you,” or similar words. Then the assembly may be seated.
MEAL
OFFERING
Tangled Blue
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in
need. During this time, the table is set. Assembly song or other music may accompany
After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, money, and other gifts
may be brought forward.
OFFERING PRAYER
After the table is set, the assisting minister leads a prayer.
Let us pray.
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God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever.
Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time,
and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with
your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer
Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
Dialogue
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.
Thanksgiving at the Table
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Abba/Imma God, hallowed be your name
your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
COMMUNION
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When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
COMMUNION SONGS

Amen.

Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
A New Day
Celine Dion
A new day… I was waiting for so long, for a miracle to come, everyone told me to
be strong a, hold on and don’t shed a tear.
Through the darkness and good times and good times, I knew I’d make it through,
and the world thought I had it all; but I was waiting for you.
Tú, Mi Alfarero
Hermana Glenda
Gira que gira, rueda que rueda, siento tus manos sobre mi greda, me asombra el
pensar que aún me quieras.
Tu cacharro acaba de caerse, acaba de quebrarse, acaba de encontrarte.
Tu mi alfarero, tú, mi alfarero, toma mi barro y vuelve a empezar de Nuevo (bis).
Gira que gira, rueda que rueda, siento tus manos sobre mi greda, me asombra el
pensar que tú le quieras.
¿Acaso no puedes hacerme de nuevo?, ¿acaso no puedes formarme?. Tu cacharro
acaba de caerse, acaba de quebrarse, acaba de encontrarte.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads one of the following or a similar prayer after communion.
Let us pray.
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM - AS SENDING
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
As a reminder of the gift of baptism, the assembly may be sprinkled with water during
the singing.
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SENDING SONG

I will Survive

At first I was afraid, I was petrified,
Kept thinking I could never live without
you by my side
But then I spent so many nights thinking
how you did me wrong,
And I grew strong, and I learned how to
get along.
And so you're back from outer space.
I just walked in to find you here with that
sad look upon your face
I should have changed that stupid lock
I should have made you leave your key
If I had known for just one second you'd
be back to bother me
Go on now, go. Walk out the door
Just turn around now 'cause you're not
welcome anymore
Weren't you the one who tried to hurt
me with goodbye?
Did you think I'd crumble?
Did you think I'd lay down and die?
Oh, no, not I!
I will survive.
Oh, as long as I know how to love I know
I'll stay alive.
I've got all my life to live.
I've got all my love to give.
And I'll survive,
I will survive, hey, hey.

Gloria Gaynor

It took all the strength I had not to fall
apart.
Kept trying hard to mend the pieces of
my broken heart.
And I spent, oh, so many nights just
feeling sorry for myself.
I used to cry but now I hold my head up
high.
And you see me somebody new.
I'm not that chained-up little person still
in love with you.
And so you felt like dropping in,
And just expect me to be free.
And now I'm saving all my loving for
someone who's loving me.
Go on now, go. Walk out the door.
Just turn around now 'cause you're not
welcome anymore.
Weren't you the one who tried to break
me with goodbye?
Did you think I'd crumble?
Did you think I'd lay down and die?
Oh, no, not I!
I will survive.
Oh, as long as I know how to love I know
I'll stay alive.
I've got all my life to live.
I've got all my love to give.
And I'll survive,
I will survive.
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BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love the Lord and serve the neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
__________________________________________________________________________________

Small Group Resources
The Mutual Invitation Process for small group discussion:
In order to ensure that everyone who wants to share has the opportunity to speak,
we will proceed in the following way:
The leader or a designated person will share first. After that person has spoken,
he/she/they then invites another to share. Whom you invite does not need to be the
person next to you.
After the next person has spoken, that person is given the privilege to invite another
to share.
If you are not ready to share yet, say “I pass for now” and someone will invite you to
share later on. If you don’t want to say anything at all, simply say “pass” and proceed
to invite another to share. We will do this until everyone has been invited.
We invite you to listen, and not to immediately respond to someone's sharing. There
will be time to respond and to ask clarifying questions after everyone has had an
opportunity to share.
(from The Wolf Shall Dwell With the Lamb by Eric H. F. Law)
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RESPECT-ful Communication Guidelines as litany for small groups
Leader reads series of petitions, to which – if they agree – the discussion members
respond, “We do.”
Leader: Friends, do you agree to take Responsibility for what you say and feel without
blaming others? “We do.”
Will you agree to use Empathetic listening? “We do.”
Will you be Sensitive to differences in communication styles? “We do.”
Do you agree to Ponder what you hear and feel before you speak? “We do.”
Will you Examine your own assumptions and perceptions? “We do.”
Do you agree to keep Confidentiality? “We do.”
And will you always Trust ambiguity, because we are not here to debate who is right or
wrong? “We do.”
May the people say amen! AMEN!
(adapted from http://www.kscopeinstitute.org/respectful-communication-guidelines/)
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9:00 am Session 1 - Disability Ministry / Advent
lead by Elias Reed and Deacon Susan Lindberg Haley
Augsburg Confession - Article XVIII Concerning Free Will
“Concerning free will it is taught that a human being has some measure of free will,
so as to live an externally honorable life and to choose among the things reason
comprehends. However, without the grace, help, and operation of the Holy Spirit
a human being cannot become pleasing to God, fear or believe in God with the
whole heart, or expel innate evil lusts from the heart.”
Gathering
We wait …
… for your kingdom to come …
… in us, among us, around us
… through us
We wait …
… for confession
… and repentance
… and forgiveness
We wait …
… for the birth of a new creation … a new church
… accepting and including all
… pleasing to God
We wait …
… for the Spirit’s power to come upon us
… to heal us … perfect us … make us whole
… uniting us in and through Christ
We wait …
… for justice
… with hope … with perseverance … with strength
… with action
Shalom
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A reading from 2 Corinthians 12:9
And God said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in
weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I would rather boast about my weaknesses, that the
power of Christ may dwell in me. (The Inclusive Bible)
A reading from Ephesians 6:12
Our battle ultimately is not against human forces, but against sovereignties and powers,
the rulers of the world of darkness, and the evil spirits of the heavenly realms. (The
Inclusive Bible)
Hymn

Canticle of the Turning
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Biblical Healing Narratives
Luke 17:11-19 (NRSV) - Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and
Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their
distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw
them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they
were made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back,
praising God with a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.
And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other
nine, where are they? 18 Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except
this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made
you well.”
Matthew 9:20-22 (NRSV) - A Woman Healed
Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she said to herself, “If I only
touch his cloak, I will be made well.” 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart,
daughter; your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made well.
Luke 7:1-10 (NRSV) - Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered
Capernaum. 2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and
close to death. 3 When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking
him to come and heal his slave. 4 When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy of having you do this for him, 5 for he loves our people,
and it is he who built our synagogue for us.” 6 And Jesus went with them, but when he
was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not trouble
yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 7 therefore I did not
presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. 8 For I
also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he
goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does
it.” 9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed
him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” 10 When those who had
been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.
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Dimensions of Social Identity with beading exercise
Religion
Tie a large knot 3 or 4 inches from one end of the string.
Add a spacer to the string.
For each statement that applies, add 1 red bead to the string.
Lk
17:
1119
1. I can assume that I will not have to work or go to
school on my religious holidays.
2. Food that honors my religious practices can be
easily found in any restaurant or grocery store.
3. Places to worship or practice my religion are
numerous in my community.
4. Implicit or explicit references to religion where
I work or go to school conform to my religious
beliefs.
5. I do not need to worry about the ramifications
of disclosing my religious identity to others.
* see also Mk 5:25-29 and Lk 8:43-48

Matt Lk Jn Acts
9:
7: 8:
8:
201- 2- 2622* 10 11 40

ME
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Gender/Sex
Add a spacer to the string.
For each statement that applies, add 1 purple bead.
Lk Matt Lk Jn Acts
17:
9:
7: 8:
8:
11- 201- 2- 2619 22* 10 11 40
1. If I have children and a successful career, few
people will ask me how I balance my professional
and private lives.
2. When I ask to see “the person in charge,” odds
are I will face a person of my gender.
3. I do not have to think about the message my
wardrobe sends about my sexual availability.
4. In general, I am not under much pressure to be
thin or to worry about how people will respond to
me if I’m overweight.
5. Major religions in the world are led mainly by
people of my gender.

ME
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Nationality
Add a spacer to the string.
For each statement that applies, add 1 yellow bead.
Lk
17:
1119
1.People generally assume that I can
communicate well in the local dialect.
2. I have never been told not to speak in my
native language during everyday interactions.
3. People do not assume I am a danger because
of my nationality.
4. People from my country are visible and
positively represented in politics, business, and
the media.
5. When I apply for jobs, my legal right to work in
this country probably will not be questioned.

Matt Lk Jn Acts
9:
7: 8:
8:
201- 2- 2622* 10 11 40

ME
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Socio Economic Class
Add a cross to the string.
For each statement that applies, add 1 green bead.
Lk
17:
1119
1. The net worth of my household is greater than
$300,000 (one home with no mortgage).
2. I am reasonably sure that I or my family will not
have to skip meals because we cannot afford to
eat.
3. I have never been homeless or evicted from
my place of living.
4. My parents owned the home in which I grew
up.
5. I have taken a vacation outside of my home
country within the past three years.

Matt Lk Jn Acts
9:
7: 8:
8:
201- 2- 2622* 10 11 40

ME
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Race
Add a spacer to the string.
For each statement that applies, add 1 black bead.
Lk Matt Lk
17: 9:
7:
11- 20- 119 22* 10
1. I can go shopping alone most of the time, pretty
well-assured that I will not be followed or closely
watched by store employees because of my race.
2. I am not faced with questions or assumptions
that I got into my college of choice only because of
my race.
3. If police stop me, I can be sure I haven’t been
singled out because of my race.
4. I am never asked to speak for all the people of
my racial group.
5. I can contemplate many options ‐‐ social,
political, or professional ‐‐ without asking whether
a person of my race would be accepted or allowed
to do what I want to do.

Jn Acts
8: 8:
2- 2611 40

ME
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Ability
Add a spacer to the string.
For each statement that applies, add 1 blue bead.
Lk Matt Lk Jn Acts
17:
9:
7: 8: 8:
11- 20- 1- 2- 2619 22* 10 11 40

ME

1. I can assume that I will easily have physical
access to any building.
2. I have never been taunted, teased, or socially
ostracized due to a disability.
3. I can do well in challenging situation without
being told what an inspiration I must be to others.
4. I can easily see and read the letters on this page.
5. I am reasonably certain that others do not think
that my intelligence is lacking, just because of my
physical status or learning difference.
Add a label if you’d like. Tie a large knot close to keep the beads from sliding. You can
tie the loose ends of the string together. The first dimension of identity listed
(religion) is on the end that starts with a spacer.
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Exploring Dimensions of Social Identity
in the Healing Narratives and in Our Own Narrative
DIMENSIONS OF SOCIAL IDENTITY

Lk 17: Matt 9: Lk 7: Jn 8: Acts 8:
11-19 20-22* 1-10 2-11 26-40

ME

RELIGION
GENDER/SEX
NATIONALITY
SOCIO ECONOMIC CLASS
RACE
ABILITY

Small Group Discussion Questions
1. How are each of these dimensions of our social identities assigned a greater
or lesser value in our country? in the ELCA?
2. Why do these dimensions of identity persist as predictors of status?
3. What does it mean to you that Jesus commended the faith of people who
did not share his religious practices?
4. We chose categories written about by Professor Brenda J. Allen and that
relate most frequently to people in biblical healing narratives. The exercise
could be adapted for other events and groups by amending categories to be
more specific or more encompassing, or by using different survey
statements. What steps would you take to research proposed changes? In
other words, what can you do to better recognize differences that are likely
to be socially significant and make educated guesses about how a particular
difference-or combination of differences- affects a person’s lived
experience? How would you Google that?
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10:45 am Session 2 – Latinx Ministry / Christmas & Epiphany
lead by Vicar Diana Fajardo and Rev. Sadi Omar Vila
Augsburg Confession - Article XVI Civil Affair

A NEW DAY
U N NU E V O D I A

A new day, a new opportunity to try
and make things better, at least
different… To reform the Reform
and decolonize Lutheranism.
In the midst of a world
continuously transforming into
something that we humans need
for the sake of finding our place
and role - but most importantly our
purpose and call - we find ourselves
with a variety of beliefs, theologies,
disciplines and doctrines that make
us question ourselves and often,
they situate us in a very defensive
position from what is different.

Un Nuevo día, una nueva
oportunidad para tratar de mejorar,
o por lo menos, hacer algo diferente.
En medio de un mundo que se
transforma continuamente,
nosotros, los humanos, nos
esforzamos por encontrar nuestro
lugar y nuestro oficio; pero lo más
importante, nuestro propósito y
llamado. Nos enfrentamos día a día
con una variedad de creencias,
filosofías, teologías, disciplinas y
doctrinas creadas por el hombre
para este propósito, encontrándoos
la mayor parte del tiempo a la
defensiva de lo que es diferente.
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CHRISTMAS
Dios de bondad, nos regocijamos en el nacimiento de
Jesús, quien vino a traer las riquezas de tu gracia a los
pobres. Así como hemos sido bendecidos port us
dones, permítenos ser bendición para otros.
Con el pródigo misterio del Verbo hecho carne, has
abierto los ojos de la fe a una nueva vision radiante de
tu Gloria; a fin de que viendo al Dios hecho visible,
fuéramos arrebatados en amor del Dios que no
podemos ver.
With the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh
you have opened our eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that, beholding what God has
made visible, we may caught up in God’s love, a love
that we cannot fully perceive.
Loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. And
as with your gifts, send us as a blessing to others.

EPIPHANY
By the leading of a star he was shown in front of all
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved son; and in the miracle of water turned to
wine he revealed your Glory.
Por la guía de una estrella él fue releado a las naciones;
en las aguas del Jordán tú lo proclamaste tu hijo
amado; y en el milagro del agua convertida en vino él
reveló su Gloria.
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DECOLONIZING FROM LA REFORMA
Tú, mi alfarero.
Gira que gira, rueda que rueda, siento tus
manos sobre mi greda, me asombra el
pensar que aún me quieras.
Tu cacharro acaba de caerse, acaba de
quebrarse, acaba de encontrarte.
Tu mi alfarero, tú, mi alfarero, toma mi
barro y vuelve a empezar de Nuevo (bis).
Gira que gira, rueda que rueda, siento tus
manos sobre mi greda, me asombra el
pensar que tú le quieras.
¿Acaso no puedes hacerme de nuevo?,
¿acaso no puedes formarme?. Tu cacharro
acaba de caerse, acaba de quebrarse, acaba
de encontrarte.
Consuela a mi pueblo.
A new day… I was waiting for so long, for a
miracle to come, everyone told me to be
strong a, hold on and don’t shed a tear.
Through the darkness and good times and
good times, I knew I’d make it through, and
the world thought I had it all; but I was
waiting for you.

Hush now… I see the light in the sky. Oh,
is almost blinding me, I can’t believe I’ve
been touch by an angel with love.
Let the rain fall down and wash away my
tears, let it fill my soul and drown my fears,
let it shatter the wall for a new, new sun.
A new day has come…
Consuela a mi pueblo (bis) sube hasta un
alto monte y grítale. Consuela a mi pueblo
(bis). Dile que yo su Dios estoy aquí.
Habla al corazón de mi pueblo, ¡súbete a
un alto monte y grítales! Diles que se ha
acabado su condena, diles que se ha
acabado su dolor.
Prepara el corazón de mi pueblo, prepara
un camino para tu Señor. ¡UQe los valles se
levanten!, prepara el camino que soy
vuestro Dios.
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NEW CREATION
DECOLONIZING FROM LA REFORMA
Lutheran doctrine says that people should obey their civil authorities, and that Christians were free
to become involved in the civil arena of society. Instead of condoning or encouraging civil
disobedience, the Lutherans condemned it! The only exception to his would be in a situation where
the government commands disobedience to God –in such case it would then be a Christian’s duty
to obey God, who is the greater authority, and disobey the state.
Liberation by faith with the purpose to contribute to the original project of creation.

DECOLONIZANDO DESDE LA REFORMA
La doctrina luterana dicta que la gente sea obediente a los líderes civiles y que los cristianos
pueden involucrarse en las plazas civiles de la sociedad. En lugar de pasar por alto o incitar la
desobediencia civil, los luteranos, ¡la condenan!. La única excepción es, cuando el gobierno ordena
desobedecer a Dios. En este caso sería un deber del Cristiano obedecer a Dios, quein es la
autoridad máxima.
Liberación de la fe con un propósito, e de contribuir al proyecto original de la creación.
[The Romans are] the plunderers of the world… If
the enemy is rich, they are rapacious, if poor they
lust for dominion. Not East, not West has sated
them… They robe, butcher, plunder, and call it
“empire”; and where they make desolation, the
called it “peace”.
- Calcedonian chieftain (in Tacitus)
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10:45 am Session 3 – LGBTQ Ministry / Lent
led by Vicar Kelsey Brown, Philipos Ghaly, Rev. Asher O'Callaghan
Augsburg Confession - Article XIV and XV About Church Order and Customs
“I Will Survive” by Gloria Gaynor
At first I was afraid, I was petrified,
Kept thinking I could never live without
you by my side
But then I spent so many nights thinking
how you did me wrong,
And I grew strong, and I learned how to
get along.
And so you're back from outer space.
I just walked in to find you here with that
sad look upon your face
I should have changed that stupid lock
I should have made you leave your key
If I had known for just one second you'd
be back to bother me
Go on now, go. Walk out the door
Just turn around now 'cause you're not
welcome anymore
Weren't you the one who tried to hurt
me with goodbye?
Did you think I'd crumble?
Did you think I'd lay down and die?
Oh, no, not I!
I will survive.
Oh, as long as I know how to love I know
I'll stay alive.
I've got all my life to live.
I've got all my love to give.
And I'll survive,
I will survive, hey, hey.

It took all the strength I had not to fall
apart.
Kept trying hard to mend the pieces of
my broken heart.
And I spent, oh, so many nights just
feeling sorry for myself.
I used to cry but now I hold my head up
high.
And you see me somebody new.
I'm not that chained-up little person still
in love with you.
And so you felt like dropping in,
And just expect me to be free.
And now I'm saving all my loving for
someone who's loving me.
Go on now, go. Walk out the door.
Just turn around now 'cause you're not
welcome anymore.
Weren't you the one who tried to break
me with goodbye?
Did you think I'd crumble?
Did you think I'd lay down and die?
Oh, no, not I!
I will survive.
Oh, as long as I know how to love I know
I'll stay alive.
I've got all my life to live.
I've got all my love to give.
And I'll survive,
I will survive.
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Scripture Reading: Isaiah 56:1-8
"Thus says God: 'Do what is right! Work for justice! For my liberation is about to
come, and my justice is about to be revealed.' Happy is the person who does this, and
happy is the person who holds to it--who observes the Sabbath and does not profane
it, and keeps one's hands from evil deeds. Foreigners who would follow God should
not say, 'God will surely exclude me from this people.' Nor should the eunuch say,
'And I am a dried-up tree.' For thus says God: 'To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbath,
who choose that which pleases me and hold fast to my Covenant--to them I will
create within my Temple and its walls a memorial, and a name better than that of
daughters and sons. I will give them an everlasting name that will not be excised. And
the foreigners who join themselves to me, ministering to me, loving the name of God
and worshiping me--all who observe the Sabbath and do not profane it, and cling to
my Covenant--these I will bring to my holy mountain and make them joyful in my
house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be acceptable on my
altar, for my house will be called a house of prayer for all peoples!' Thus says God,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel, ‘I will gather others to them besides those already
gathered.’”
Our own translation using the NRSV, Inclusive Bible, and Greek as sources
Augsburg Confession Articles XIV and XV
Article XIV: Of Ecclesiastical Order
“Of Ecclesiastical Order they teach that no one should publicly teach in the Church or
administer the Sacraments unless he be regularly called.”
Article XV: About Church Customs*
1] This is what our churches teach about church customs. Church customs that were
set up by humans may be practiced only if they can be used without sinning. Customs
should be followed if they are useful for peace and good order in the church, such as
celebrating particular holy days, festivals, and the like.
2] But people must be strongly reminded that such customs must not harm the
consciences of others, as when it is taught that such customs must be followed in
order to receive salvation.
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3] We also strongly state that man-made traditions that were started in order to win
God’s favor, to earn God’s grace, or to pay for sins are in conflict with the gospel and
the doctrine of faith. Therefore the vows taken by monks and traditions about not
eating meat on certain days and celebrating certain festival days cannot be used
properly. 4] They are contrary to the gospel since they have been established to earn
God’s grace and to pay for sins.
*translation of Article XV by Glen L. Thompson. 2005. Northwestern Publishing House;
Milwaukee, WI.
Invocation
Presentation on Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries
Queers at Intersection Reflections
Ending Ritual with “I need you to survive” by Hezekiah Walker
Disperse into small groups
Concluding Litany
We Boldly Proclaim Queer Holiness:
My beloved Queer Ones,
(y)Our lives are holy.

(Y)OUR COMMUNITY IS HOLY.

(Y)OUR LIVES ARE HOLY.

(y)Our gender is holy.

(y)Our dancing is holy.

(Y)OUR GENDER IS HOLY.

(Y)OUR DANCING IS HOLY.

(y)Our bodies are holy.

(y)Our protest is holy.

(Y)OUR BODIES ARE HOLY.

(Y)OUR PROTEST IS HOLY.

(y)our sex is holy.

(y)Our grief is holy.

(Y)OUR SEX IS HOLY.

(Y)OUR GRIEF IS HOLY.

We are holy.

(y)Our community is holy.

WE ARE HOLY.
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Small Group Discussion Questions
1. Think of one specific instance in which you've personally witnessed a member
or members of Christ's Body getting covered up by others in church-related
setting. Consider how you responded. As an affirmation of the freedom we've
been promised in repentance, consider what might be done differently if you
had a do-over or how you would like to respond in future instances that are
similar. What is one thing you would like to do differently?
2. Consider the fear, shame, and judgment that are so often present when we
discuss sexuality and the glorious diversity of human bodies and genders in this
church. Now take a deep breath. Remember that the Spirit is a fresh breath,
that frees us from being bound by fear and shame. Take another deep breath
and draw on this living freedom that is healing us and daring us to move
forward. Within your own ministry setting, how will you live into this freedom
for the sake of Christ's whole body? What is one concrete way you will
graciously and boldly proclaim the goodness of diverse human bodies,
sexualities, gender expressions, and identities within your own daily life?
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4:15 pm Session 4 – African American Ministry / Easter
Led by Rev. Angela Shannon and Brian Christopher Clay
“He got up early one Sunday morning with all power in His hands…”
Augsburg Confession - Article XX About Good Works
“In the first place, our works cannot reconcile us with God or obtain Grace. Instead this
happens through faith alone when a person believes that our sins are forgiven for
Christ’s sake, who alone is the mediator to reconcile to the Father [Father-Mother
God].”
“All this is from God, with whom we have been reconciled through Christ, and by whom
we have been given the ministry of reconciliation, that is in Christ God was reconciling
the world to the Godself.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-19
(The New Testament and Psalms: An Inclusive Version)
Gospel Jazz Improv Prelude

B. Christopher Clay

Spoken Word: Resurrection

Vee Blomgren
“Lift Every Voice”

(continued on next page)
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Lessons
Luke 24:1-5a
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the
spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
3
but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed
about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women
were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, ‘Why
do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.
2 Corinthians 5:16-20
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that
way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away;
see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God.
Why do you look for the living among the dead?

Rev. Angela Shannon

A version of The Lord’s Prayer from The New Zealand Prayer Book
Eternal Spirit,
Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth.
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With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.
Hymn
“Sing a New Church”
Delores Dufner, OSB
(sung to “Nettleton,” the melody for “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”)
Summoned by the God who made us
rich in our diversity
Gathered in the name of Jesus,
richer still in unity.
Refrain:
Let us bring the gifts that differ
and, in splendid, varied ways,
sing a new Church into being,
one in faith and love and praise.
Radiant risen from the water,
robed in holiness and light,
Everyone made in God’s image,
Truly precious in Their sight. Refrain

Trust the goodness of creation;
trust the Spirit strong within.
Dare to dream the vision promised,
sprung from seed of what has been.
Refrain
Bring the hopes of every nation;
bring the art of every race.
Weave a song of peace and justice;
let it sound through time and space.
Refrain
Draw together at one table,
all the human family;
shape a circle ever wider
and a people ever free. Refrain
© Oregon Catholic Press

Charge and Sending
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7:30 pm Session 5 – Closing Session / Pentecost
Led by Francisco Herrera and Rev. Tuhina Verma Rasche
Augsburg Confession - Article VI: Of New Obedience
“Also they teach that this faith is bound to bring forth good fruits, and that it is
necessary to do good works commanded by God, because of God's will, but that we
should not rely on those works to merit justification before God. For remission of sins
and justification is apprehended by faith, as also the voice of Christ attests: When you
have done all these things, say: We are unprofitable servants. The same is also taught by
the Fathers. For Ambrose says: It is ordained of God that he who believes in Christ is
saved, freely receiving remission of sins, without works, by faith alone.”

Fill Me Up – Will Reagan
You provide the fire, and I’ll provide the sacrifice.
You provide the Spirit, and I will open up inside. (2x)
Fill me up God, fill me up God, fill me up God.
Fill me up.
Now what? A discussion and Q&A
Small group discussion questions
1. With today’s gathering, how do you define “Of New Obedience”?
2. Why is embodiment of works particularly important to you?
3. Where is the Holy Spirit calling you in this sanctified work when we return to
our homes, communities, and/or worship settings?
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Soon and Very Soon – Aisea Taimani
Freedom is coming soon and very soon.
Freedom is coming soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon She’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
I will wait but won’t pretend
that she is here right now.

If I have freedom but my neighbor is a
slave, then she ain’t here. She ain’t here.
If I have justice but my neighbor is dying of
hunger, then she ain’t here. She ain’t
here.
If I have peace but my neighbor has a gun,
then she ain’t here. She ain’t here. No,
no, no.
If I have love but I keep it to myself,
it ain’t love. She ain’t here.

Justice is coming soon and very soon
Justice is coming soon and very soon
Soon and very soon She’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
I will sing but won’t pretend
that she is here right now.

Love is coming soon and very soon.
Love is coming soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming
soon and very soon.

Peace is coming soon and very soon.
Peace is coming soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
Soon and very soon she’s coming,
soon and very soon.
I will dance but won’t pretend
that she is here right now.

Benediction

I will wait and until then I’m gonna love
right now.
I will wait and until then I’m gonna love
right now.
I will wait and until then I’m gonna love
right now.
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As part of our work
in fostering the
contemporary
reformation of
Lutheranism in the
United States,
#decolonizeLutheranism
is going to be hosting a
special two-day training
on base communities.

April 13-14, 2018 – Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago
Focusing on what it means to organize a Lutheran base community (Spanish:
'comunidad de base') we will talk about the base community model as a vehicle of
community transformation and how it can deepen our prayer life, worship life, and
what it means to lift high the cross to bring about liberation.
The day-and-a-half long training will be led by:

ELCA pastor Alexia Salvatierra,
who will focus most of her
contributions on the basics of
base community organization
and leadership development
and training

Dean of Eastern University and
Mennonite pastor Elizabeth CondeFrazier, who will speak primarily on
how to determine the will of the Spirit
- a crucial skill for those seeking Her
guidance in their lives and mission.
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Reformation Goals of #decolonizeLutheranism as of October 22, 2016:
1. 10 bishops serving in the ELCA at once that are either people of color (POC),
queer, transgender / gender non-conforming (trans/GNC), or have a disability,
and triple the current number of women bishops (with priority to the identities
above).
2. Sustainable and appropriate salaries for POC (especially womanist, mujerista,
and other feminists of color), queer, trans/GNC, and disabled ELCA professors,
and have at least 4 such professors at each ELCA seminary.
3. Assist the ELCA seminaries in decolonizing their curricula.
4. Research statistics on the pay and support for TEEM pastors as opposed to
traditionally-ordained pastors.
5. Research and publication on the condition of POC churches and their levels of
synodical and churchwide support.
6. Initiate support/action groups for #decolonizeLutheranism in every synod in
the ELCA within 3 years in preparation for the 2019 Churchwide Assembly
(CWA).
7. Organize classes (through any available media) in Robert Rules of Order to
better equip under-represented delegates for CWA 2019.
8. Commit to amplifying 50 new blogging voices in the #decolonizeLutheranism
movement during the coming year.
9. Spend the next nine months creating a #decolonizeLutheranism syllabus
focusing on but not limited to Lutherans who are POC, queer, trans/GNC, and
have a disability. Distribute it via social media and email by August 1, 2017.
10. Call for the production of a comprehensive text centered on global
Lutheranism and advocate for its use in seminaries and parishes.
11. Advocate that in each synod, the synodical candidacy committees have queer,

disabled, trans/GNC, and POC representation to allow for a greater diversity of
perspectives in candidate discernment.

